2009/2010
OFFICERS

President

Bobby Apodaca

1stVice-President
BK Merriman

2nd Vice-President
Patrick Anderson

Secretary/Treasurer

Larry Kerrigan

1-Year Board Member
Jim Costello
Dick Bingham

2-Year Board Member
Carlos Garcia
Thomas Snodderly

Past President

Chris Murphy

Newsletter Chairman

Mike Rhodes

National Volunteer
Fire Council Director

Robert Hooker

Alternate Director

Ted Smith

State Training
Committee
Representative

B.K. Merriman

Scholarship
Committee Chairman

Ed Lopez

www.vifaz.org

UNTEER EREA1GET

PROMOTING COST-EFFECTIVE COMMUNITY FIRE PROTECTION AND EMERGENCY SERVICES

IN MEMORIAM

Robert J. “Bob” Weber
1938-2010

Bald Welen

Robert J. “Bob” Weber, Retired Fire Chief, passed away on April 21, 2010,
in Phoenix, Arizona. Bob was born on February 24, 1938 in West Bend,
Wisconsin. He is survived by his wife Joyce, daughters Terry (Thad) Trinko
and Debra Standal, sons Ronald, Donald and John and step children Jake
Willison, Tracy Keen, and Melissa (Rick) Sand.

Continued on page 6...
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SPRING 2010

PRESIDENT'S CONFERENCE MESSAGE

The 2010 VFFA Conference will be hosted by South Tucson Fire Department. The
date has been set for June 11th and 12th. There are some great training
opportunities that have been scheduled for the first day of the conference. Saturday
we will be having the sanctioned games. As always, the competitiveness gets

stronger and stronger as the games go on.

I hope that you take advantage of these opportunities and register early. | look

forward to seeing everyone at this year's conference.
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In Memoriam, Robert J. “Bob” Weber, continued from page 1

Bob began his career in the fire
service at the age of 18 in West
Bend and Brookfield, Wisconsin. He
moved his family to Lake Havasu
City in 1968 and was the first career
firefighter hired there. He retired
from Lake Havasu in 1990 as the
Fire Chief and Emergency Services
Director. He had a lifelong
involvement in the Fire Service. Bob
was a charter officer in the
Wisconsin Fire Mechanics
Association. He was the President
of the Arizona Fire Chiefs

Association twice. He was an active
member of the Arizona State Fire Training Committee for over 30 years. He represented the International
Association of Fire Chiefs in 28 countries around the world. Bob was the executive director of the Arizona Fire
Chief's Association for 11 years. He assisted in the forming of many Fire Departments and non-profit
corporations across the State of Arizona. He served on the State Emergency Response Title Il Plan Review
Committee and the State Emergency Response Advisory Committee. He participated as ateam member in
the 1988 Armenia earthquake. Bob worked on projects for the Fire District Association, Mechanics
Association and the Insurance Services Office. He was an I.C.B.O. Certified Fire Inspector and served on the
I.AF.C. Fire Code Committee. He taught Fire Science and Management classes in the community college
system. He was a member of the Arizona Department of Education design team for Fire Science Curriculum.
He was certified as a Senior Grants Specialist and Reviewer by the National Grant Writers Association. He is
an Honorary Member of the Arizona Fire Mechanics Association, a Life Member of the International
Association of Fire Chiefs and distinguished Life Member of the Arizona Fire Chiefs Association. Bob was a
Charter Member of the Arizona Fire Service Hall of Fame. He was presented a Lifetime Achievement Award
by the Arizona Fire Chiefs Association which just recently was renamed and is now know as the Chief Bob
Weber Lifetime Achievement Award. Bob was the recipient of the Arizona Governor's Award for Special
Achievement and was also a recipient of Arizona's Excellence in Emergency Management Award.
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